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AG ANNOUNCES COURT UPHOLDS JEFFERSON MURDER CONVICTION  

 

  (MONTGOMERY) – Attorney General Luther Strange announced that the 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals on Friday upheld the murder conviction of 
a Birmingham man.  Rodriquez Maurice Williams, 24, was convicted by a jury 
in Jefferson County Circuit Court in January of 2010 for the murder of Jamie 

Hedgeman.  
  

 Evidence presented at trial stated that Williams was with four other 
people on the porch of an apartment in Kimbrough Homes, also known as the 
Wenonah Projects.  Williams was heard saying he was going to “get” the victim, 

Hedgeman.  When Hedgeman walked near the group, words were exchanged, 
and sometime after Hedgeman reached the corner of the building, Williams and 

another man, Cortez Towns, were seen shooting in Hedgeman’s direction. 
Afterward Williams and Towns drove away in a brown Cadillac.  Hedgeman 
reached his mother’s apartment where he told her his attackers were in a 

brown Cadillac.  Hedgeman died of the excessive bleeding caused by the 
gunshot wound he suffered during the attack.  
  

 The case was prosecuted at trial by Jefferson County District Attorney 
Brandon Falls’ Office. Williams was convicted and sentenced to 30 years of 

imprisonment, and subsequently sought to have his conviction reversed on 
appeal.  
  

 The Attorney General’s Criminal Appeals Division handled the case 
during the appeals process, arguing for the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals 
to affirm the conviction. The Court did so in a decision issued on Friday, May 

20.  Cortez Towns also was convicted for the murder of Hedgeman, and Towns’ 
conviction previously was upheld by the Court of Criminal Appeals in a 

decision issued on September 17, 2010.   
 
 Attorney General Strange commended Assistant Attorneys General 

Michael Dean and James Prude of the Attorney General’s Criminal Appeals 
Division for their successful work in these cases. 

  
 *For additional information regarding this case, a copy is attached of the 
memorandum opinion of the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals.  
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MEMORANDUM 

CR-09-1047 J e f f e r s o n C i r c u i t C o u r t CC-09-1759 

R o d r i q u e z M a u r i c e W i l l i a m s v. S t a t e o f Alabama 

BURKE, J u d g e . 

R o d r i q u e z M a u r i c e W i l l i a m s was c o n v i c t e d o f murd e r , a 
v i o l a t i o n o f § 1 3 A - 6 - 2 ( a ) ( 1 ) , A l a . Code 1 975, and s e n t e n c e d t o 
s e r v e a t e r m o f 30 y e a r s i n p r i s o n . 1 A f t e r W i l l i a m s was 

1 W i l l i a m s ' s c a s e was c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h t h e c a s e o f h i s c o -
d e f e n d a n t , C o r t e z Towns. C o r t e z was a l s o was c o n v i c t e d o f 
murder and s e n t e n c e d t o s e r v e a t e r m o f 30 y e a r s i n p r i s o n . 
C o r t e z a p p e a l e d t o t h i s C o u r t , and we a f f i r m e d t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t ' s j udgment i n an u n p u b l i s h e d memorandum. Towns v. S t a t e , 
(CR-09-0919, September 17, 2010) So. 3d ( A l a . C r i m . 



c o n v i c t e d and s e n t e n c e d , he f i l e d a m o t i o n f o r a new t r i a l , 
w h i c h t h e t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d . W i l l i a m s a p p e a l e d . 

A t t r i a l , t h e S t a t e p r e s e n t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g e v i d e n c e : 
R e b e c c a Hedgeman t e s t i f i e d t h a t on November 1, 2008, h e r 

s o n , J a m i e Hedgeman, was s h o t and k i l l e d . A t t h a t t i m e , J a m i e 
l i v e d w i t h R e b e c c a , h i s s i s t e r , and h i s b r o t h e r s i n t h e 
K i m b r o u g h Homes h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h i s a l s o known as 
t h e Wenonah P r o j e c t s . R e b e c c a t e s t i f i e d t h a t d u r i n g t h e day 
on November 1, 2008, J a m i e e n t e r e d t h e a p a r t m e n t where t h e y 
l i v e d and t o l d h e r t h a t he had been s h o t and t h a t t h e p e o p l e 
who s h o t a t him were i n a brown C a d i l l a c . 

K eonya W i l l i a m s t e s t i f i e d t h a t on November 1, 2008, w h i l e 
she was on t h e p o r c h o f h e r a p a r t m e n t i n K i m b r o u g h Homes, she 
saw W i l l i a m s , M o n t r e l l Towns, C o r t e z Towns, C h r i s t o p h e r Gunn, 
and a n o t h e r male h a n g i n g o u t on t h e b a c k p o r c h o f a n e a r b y 
a p a r t m e n t i n K i m b r o u g h Homes. Keonya t e s t i f i e d t h a t she h e a r d 
W i l l i a m s s a y t h a t he was " g o i n g t o g e t t h a t n i g g e r , " b u t she 
d i d n o t know who he was t a l k i n g a b o u t . (R. 119.) A b o u t t h a t 
same t i m e , she saw J a m i e w a l k i n g up t h e s i d e w a l k . As J a m i e 
w a l k e d by, she h e a r d someone i n W i l l i a m s ' s g r o u p s a y s o m e t h i n g 
t o J a m i e . J a m i e t u r n e d a r o u n d and g r i n n e d , and t h e n he 
p r o c e e d e d on h i s way. Keonya t h e n saw M o n t r e l l " r u n down t h e 
s i d e w a l k a r o u n d t h e o t h e r s i d e " c a r r y i n g a gun. Keonya 
t e s t i f i e d t h a t she y e l l e d a t J a m i e t o warn him. J a m i e t u r n e d 
t o w a r d K e o n y a , b u t he t u r n e d b a c k a r o u n d and k e p t w a l k i n g 
t o w a r d h i s a p a r t m e n t . A c c o r d i n g t o K e o n y a , as J a m i e t u r n e d 
b a c k a r o u n d , " t h e o t h e r b o y s t h a t [ w e r e ] on t h e p o r c h , t h e y 
went i n t h e b a c k d o o r . " (R. 120.) When J a m i e " h i t t h e c o r n e r , 
[ K e o n y a ] h e a r d a l o t o f g u n f i r e . " (R. 120.) A f t e r t h e 
s h o o t i n g , Keonya saw W i l l i a m s and C o r t e z g e t i n t o a brown 
C a d i l l a c and d r i v e away f r o m t h e s c e n e . K e o n y a n e v e r saw 
J a m i e o r W i l l i a m s w i t h a gun. 

L o u a n n W i l l i a m s , Keonya's m o t h e r , t e s t i f i e d t h a t on 
November 1, 2008, she was w a l k i n g t o t h e a p a r t m e n t i n 
K i m b r o u g h Homes where h e r d a u g h t e r l i v e d . As L o u a n n w a l k e d , 
J a m i e w a l k e d b y h e r . A r o u n d t h i s t i m e , Louann saw W i l l i a m s 
s i t t i n g i n a C a d i l l a c w i t h a n o t h e r p e r s o n . A c c o r d i n g t o 
L o u a n n , as she a p p r o a c h e d h e r d a u g h t e r ' s a p a r t m e n t , h e r 

App. 2010) ( t a b l e ) . 
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d a u g h t e r a p p e a r e d a t t h e d o o r and y e l l e d a t J a m i e . L o u a nn 
t h e n h e a r d g u n s h o t s and r a n i n t o h e r d a u g h t e r ' s a p a r t m e n t . 
A f t e r t h e s h o o t i n g , L o u a n n saw W i l l i a m s come o u t o f t h e b a c k 
d o o r o f M y e i s h a W i l l i a m s ' s a p a r t m e n t w i t h a gun i n h i s hand. 
L o u a n n saw W i l l i a m s g e t i n t o t h e C a d i l l a c w i t h some o t h e r 
p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g C o r t e z , and d r i v e away. 

J e r r y J o n e s l i v e d i n K i m b r o u g h Homes n e x t d o o r t o M y e i s h a 
W i l l i a m s , who was W i l l i a m s ' s g i r l f r i e n d . J o n e s t e s t i f i e d t h a t 
on November 1, 2008, he was awakened b y r a p i d g u n f i r e t h a t was 
n e a r b y . J o n e s t e s t i f i e d t h a t he h e a r d as many as 14 s h o t s 
f r o m t h r e e o r f o u r d i f f e r e n t g u n s. J o n e s t e s t i f i e d t h a t he 
l o o k e d o u t h i s window and saw J a m i e g o i n g b a c k t o w a r d h i s 
m o t h e r ' s h o u s e . J o n e s saw W i l l i a m s , C o r t e z , and two o r t h r e e 
o t h e r m a l e s g e t i n t o a C a d i l l a c and d r i v e away. J o n e s d i d n o t 
a c t u a l l y see any guns t h a t day. 

S t e v e n D a v i s t e s t i f i e d t h a t a r o u n d t h e t i m e o f t h e 
s h o o t i n g , he was on t h e f r o n t p o r c h o f h i s a p a r t m e n t , w h i c h 
was two d o o r s down f r o m Keonya's a p a r t m e n t . D a v i s h e a r d J a m i e 
and someone i n W i l l i a m s ' s g r o u p e x c h a n g i n g " w o r d s " and " g o i n g 
b a c k and f o r t h . " (R. 130.) D a v i s t h e n saw J a m i e w a l k i n t o Mr. 
Red's s t o r e and come b a c k o u t w i t h a d r i n k . Then, a c c o r d i n g 
t o D a v i s , " t h e r e was some more words s a i d . " (R. 131.) A f t e r 
t h a t e n c o u n t e r , J a m i e t u r n e d a r o u n d and w a l k e d up t h e s i d e w a l k 
and a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r . D a v i s t e s t i f i e d t h a t a t t h a t p o i n t , 
K eonya y e l l e d a t J a m i e and he t u r n e d a r o u n d . D a v i s t h e n saw 
W i l l i a m s and C o r t e z s h o o t i n g i n J a m i e ' s d i r e c t i o n . 

O f f i c e r Roxann M u r r y , was t h e p r i m a r y c r i m e s c e n e 
t e c h n i c i a n i n v e s t i g a t i n g J a m i e ' s d e a t h . M u r r y c o l l e c t e d f i v e 
9mm s h e l l c a s i n g s , f i f t e e n . 4 0 - c a l i b e r s h e l l c a s i n g s , and a 
s h o t g u n s h e l l c a s i n g f r o m a r o u n d t h e s i d e w a l k a r e a n e a r 
a p a r t m e n t 2816A i n K i m b r o u g h Homes. O f f i c e r M u r r y o b s e r v e d 
d e f e c t s on some o f t h e n e a r b y a p a r t m e n t s where b u l l e t s had 
s t r u c k t h e a p a r t m e n t s . O f f i c e r M u r r y a l s o a s s i s t e d D e t e c t i v e 
Roy B r i s t o w i n r e c o v e r i n g a 12-gauge s h o t g u n , two .38 c a l i b e r 
h a ndguns, and a 9mm handgun f r o m a t o o l s h e d b e h i n d t h e home o f 
D a r y l B l o u n t , who was t h e b o y f r i e n d o f M o n t r e l l Towns's 
m o t h e r . 

O f f i c e r P e r r y G o r d o n , a f i r e a r m and t o o l m a r k e x a m i n e r 
w i t h t h e B i r m i n g h a m P o l i c e D e p a r t m e n t , e x a m i n e d t h e s h e l l 
c a s i n g s t h a t had been c o l l e c t e d . G o r d o n t e s t i f i e d t h a t a l l 
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t h e . 4 0 - c a l i b e r s h e l l c a s i n g s were f i r e d f r o m t h e same weapon, 
b u t no . 4 0 - c a l i b e r weapon was r e c o v e r e d f o r c o m p a r i s o n . 
G o r d o n f u r t h e r t e s t i f i e d t h a t a t l e a s t t h r e e o f t h e 9mm s h e l l 
c a s i n g s were f i r e d f r o m t h e 9mm handgun t h a t was r e c o v e r e d 
f r o m t h e t o o l s h e d b e h i n d B l o u n t ' s house and t h a t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e o t h e r two 9mm s h e l l c a s i n g s was 
i n c o n c l u s i v e . C o n c e r n i n g t h e s h o t g u n s h e l l c a s i n g , G o r d o n 
t e s t i f i e d t h a t i t c o u l d n e i t h e r be i d e n t i f i e d n o r e l i m i n a t e d 
as h a v i n g been f i r e d f r o m t h e 12-gauge s h o t g u n r e c o v e r e d f r o m 
t h e t o o l s h e d b e h i n d B l o u n t ' s h o u s e . 

D r . G a r y Simmons, t h e f o r e n s i c p a t h o l o g i s t who p e r f o r m e d 
t h e a u t o p s y on J a m i e , t e s t i f i e d t h a t a g u n s h o t c o m p l e t e l y 
s e v e r e d J a m i e ' s r i g h t s u b c l a v i a n a r t e r y and damaged h i s r i g h t 
j u g u l a r v e i n . Those i n j u r i e s c a u s e d J a m i e t o b l e e d 
e x c e s s i v e l y , w h i c h c a u s e d h i s d e a t h . 

A t t h e c l o s e o f t h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e , W i l l i a m s moved f o r 
a judgment o f a c q u i t t a l . T h a t m o t i o n was d e n i e d b y t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t . 

W i l l i a m s p r e s e n t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g e v i d e n c e : 

T e r r e n c e J o h n s o n t e s t i f i e d f o r t h e d e f e n s e . J o h n s o n 
t e s t i f i e d t h a t on November 1, 2008, M o n t r e l l and J a m i e 
e x c h a n g e d words n e a r M y e i s h a ' s a p a r t m e n t and t h e n J a m i e w a l k e d 
away. J o h n s o n t e s t i f i e d t h a t a s h o r t t i m e l a t e r , he saw J a m i e 
h o l d i n g a gun and a p p r o a c h i n g t h e a p a r t m e n t . As J a m i e 
a p p r o a c h e d , J o h n s o n went i n s i d e . J o h n s o n t e s t i f i e d t h a t a f t e r 
he e n t e r e d t h e a p a r t m e n t , " s h o t s went o f f " and he " g o t on t h e 
f l o o r . " (R. 229.) A c c o r d i n g t o J o h n s o n , W i l l i a m s and C h r i s 
Gunn were on t h e f l o o r w i t h him and t h e y r e m a i n e d on t h e f l o o r 
t h e e n t i r e t i m e o f t h e s h o o t i n g . J o h n s o n t e s t i f i e d t h a t a f t e r 
t h e s h o o t i n g , t h e y " g o t t o t h e c a r and l e f t . " (R. 230.) He 
f u r t h e r t e s t i f i e d t h a t d u r i n g t h e s h o o t i n g , he n e v e r saw 
W i l l i a m s w i t h a gun, b u t he d i d see C o r t e z w i t h a gun. 
J o h n s o n a l s o t e s t i f i e d t h a t he n e v e r saw J a i m e r a i s e h i s gun 
o r p o i n t i t a t anybody. 

M y e i s h a a l s o t e s t i f i e d f o r t h e d e f e n s e . She t e s t i f i e d 
t h a t she l i v e d i n an a p a r t m e n t i n K i m b r o u g h Homes and t h a t 
i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r t o t h e s h o o t i n g , she was i n t h e l i v i n g room 
o f h e r a p a r t m e n t w i t h h e r m o t h e r . M y e i s h a t e s t i f i e d t h a t 
W i l l i a m s , C o r t e z , J o h n s o n , and Gunn r a n i n t o t h e a p a r t m e n t 
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w a r n i n g o f an i m p e n d i n g s h o o t i n g . A c c o r d i n g t o M y e i s h a , she 
and C o r t e z r a n t o t h e f r o n t d o o r , and she saw J a m i e 
a p p r o a c h i n g t h e a p a r t m e n t . M y e i s h a t e s t i f i e d t h a t s h o r t l y 
t h e r e a f t e r , J a m i e began f i r i n g a gun a t h e r a p a r t m e n t . She 
s t a t e d t h a t C o r t e z r a n o u t t h e f r o n t d o o r and r e t u r n e d f i r e . 
M y e i s h a t e s t i f i e d t h a t d u r i n g t h e s h o o t i n g , W i l l i a m s d i d n o t 
l e a v e t h e a p a r t m e n t and d i d n o t have a weapon. M y e i s h a 
a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t she had p r e v i o u s l y g i v e n a s t a t e m e n t t o a 
p o l i c e d e t e c t i v e i n w h i c h she t o l d him t h a t W i l l i a m s was n o t 
i n t h e a p a r t m e n t d u r i n g t h e s h o o t i n g . 

A f t e r t h e j u r y r e t u r n e d t h e v e r d i c t f i n d i n g W i l l i a m s 
g u i l t y o f m u r d e r , W i l l i a m s " a s k [ e d ] f o r a m o t i o n , n o t 
w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e v e r d i c t , " c l a i m i n g t h a t t h e S t a t e f a i l e d t o 
make a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e o f m u r d e r . (R. 361.) The t r i a l c o u r t 
d e n i e d t h a t m o t i o n . 

I . 

On a p p e a l , W i l l i a m s a l l e g e s t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e was 
i n s u f f i c i e n t t o s u p p o r t h i s murder c o n v i c t i o n . S p e c i f i c a l l y , 
W i l l i a m s a l l e g e s t h a t " [ t ] h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e f a i l e d t o 
e x c l u d e t h e r e a s o n a b l e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t someone o t h e r t h a n 
W i l l i a m s k i l l e d J a m i e Hedgeman" and t h a t " [ t ] h e S t a t e ' s 
e v i d e n c e was i n s u f f i c i e n t t o p r o v e t h a t W i l l i a m s a c t e d as an 
a c c o m p l i c e . " ( W i l l i a m s b r i e f , a t 18, 22.) 

C o n c e r n i n g t h e s t a n d a r d s g o v e r n i n g t h i s C o u r t ' s r e v i e w o f 
t h e s u f f i c i e n c y o f t h e e v i d e n c e , t h i s C o u r t has h e l d : 

" I n d e c i d i n g w h e t h e r t h e r e i s s u f f i c i e n t 
e v i d e n c e t o s u p p o r t t h e v e r d i c t o f t h e j u r y and t h e 
j udgment o f t h e t r i a l c o u r t , t h e e v i d e n c e must be 
r e v i e w e d i n t h e l i g h t most f a v o r a b l e t o t h e 
p r o s e c u t i o n . Cumbo v. S t a t e , 368 So. 2d 871 ( A l a . 
C r . App. 1 9 7 8 ) , c e r t . d e n i e d , 368 So. 2d 877 ( A l a . 
1 9 7 9 ) . C o n f l i c t i n g e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t s a j u r y q u e s t i o n 
n o t s u b j e c t t o r e v i e w on a p p e a l , p r o v i d e d t h e 
s t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e e s t a b l i s h e s a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e . 
Gunn v. S t a t e , 387 So. 2d 280 ( A l a . C r . A p p . ) , c e r t . 
d e n i e d , 387 So. 2d 283 ( A l a . 1 98 0 ) . The t r i a l 
c o u r t ' s d e n i a l o f a m o t i o n f o r a judgment o f 
a c q u i t t a l must be r e v i e w e d b y d e t e r m i n i n g w h e t h e r 
t h e r e e x i s t e d l e g a l e v i d e n c e b e f o r e t h e j u r y , a t t h e 
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t i m e t h e m o t i o n was made, f r o m w h i c h t h e j u r y b y 
f a i r i n f e r e n c e c o u l d have f o u n d t h e a p p e l l a n t 
g u i l t y . Thomas v. S t a t e , 363 So. 2d 1020 ( A l a . C r . 
App. 1 9 7 8 ) . I n a p p l y i n g t h i s s t a n d a r d , t h e a p p e l l a t e 
c o u r t w i l l d e t e r m i n e o n l y i f l e g a l e v i d e n c e was 
p r e s e n t e d f r o m w h i c h t h e j u r y c o u l d have f o u n d t h e 
d e f e n d a n t g u i l t y b e y o n d a r e a s o n a b l e d o u b t . W i l l i s  
v. S t a t e , 447 So. 2d 199 ( A l a . C r . App. 1 9 8 3 ) ; 
Thomas v. S t a t e . When t h e e v i d e n c e r a i s e s q u e s t i o n s 
o f f a c t f o r t h e j u r y and s u c h e v i d e n c e , i f b e l i e v e d , 
i s s u f f i c i e n t t o s u s t a i n a c o n v i c t i o n , t h e d e n i a l o f 
a m o t i o n f o r a judgment o f a c q u i t t a l by t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t does n o t c o n s t i t u t e e r r o r . Young v. S t a t e , 283 
A l a . 676, 220 So. 2d 843 ( 1 9 6 9 ) ; W i l l i s v. S t a t e . " 

B r e c k e n r i d g e v. S t a t e , 628 So. 2d 1012, 1018 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 
1 9 9 3 ) . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , 

" ' C i r c u m s t a n t i a l e v i d e n c e i s n o t i n f e r i o r 
e v i d e n c e , and i t w i l l be g i v e n t h e same 
w e i g h t as d i r e c t e v i d e n c e , i f i t , a l o n g 
w i t h t h e o t h e r e v i d e n c e , i s s u s c e p t i b l e o f 
a r e a s o n a b l e i n f e r e n c e p o i n t i n g 
u n e q u i v o c a l l y t o t h e d e f e n d a n t ' s g u i l t . 
Ward v. S t a t e , 557 So. 2d 84 8 ( A l a . C r . 
App. 1 9 9 0 ) . I n r e v i e w i n g a c o n v i c t i o n b a s e d 
i n w h o l e o r i n p a r t on c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 
e v i d e n c e , t h e t e s t t o be a p p l i e d i s w h e t h e r 
t h e j u r y m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y f i n d t h a t t h e 
e v i d e n c e e x c l u d e d e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e 
h y p o t h e s i s e x c e p t t h a t o f g u i l t ; n o t 
w h e t h e r s u c h e v i d e n c e e x c l u d e s e v e r y 
r e a s o n a b l e h y p o t h e s i s b u t g u i l t , b u t 
w h e t h e r a j u r y m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y so 
c o n c l u d e . Cumbo v. S t a t e , 368 So. 2d 871 
( A l a . C r . App. 1 9 7 8 ) , c e r t . d e n i e d , 368 So. 
2d 877 ( A l a . 1 9 7 9 ) . ' " 

"Ward, 610 So.2d a t 1191-92." 

L o c k h a r t v. S t a t e , 715 So. 2d 895, 899 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 9 7 ) . 
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" W i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e w e i g h t o f t h e e v i d e n c e , i t 
i s w e l l - s e t t l e d t h a t any ' i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s and 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n t h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e , as w e l l as 
[ a n y ] c o n f l i c t b e t ween t h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e and t h a t 
o f f e r e d by t h e a p p e l l a n t , [ g o ] t o t h e w e i g h t o f t h e 
e v i d e n c e and [ c r e a t e a q u e s t i o n ] o f f a c t t o be 
r e s o l v e d by t h e j u r y . ' R o w e l l v. S t a t e , 647 So. 2d 
67, 69-70 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 9 4 ) . ' " ' [ T ] h e 
c r e d i b i l i t y o f w i t n e s s e s and t h e w e i g h t o r p r o b a t i v e 
f o r c e o f t e s t i m o n y i s f o r t h e j u r y t o j u d g e and 
d e t e r m i n e . ' " ' J o h n s o n v. S t a t e , 555 So. 2d 818, 820 
( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 8 9 ) , q u o t i n g H a r r i s v. S t a t e , 513 
So. 2d 79, 81 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1987 ), q u o t i n g i n 
t u r n B y r d v. S t a t e , 24 A l a . App. 451, 451, 136 So. 
431, 431 ( 1 9 3 1 ) . 'We have r e p e a t e d l y h e l d t h a t i t i s 
n o t t h e p r o v i n c e o f t h i s c o u r t t o r e w e i g h t h e 
e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d a t t r i a l . ' J o h n s o n , 555 So. 2d a t 
820. '"When t h e j u r y has p a s s e d on t h e c r e d i b i l i t y 
o f e v i d e n c e t e n d i n g t o e s t a b l i s h t h e d e f e n d a n t ' s 
g u i l t , t h i s C o u r t c a n n o t d i s t u r b i t s f i n d i n g . " ' 
R o w e l l , 647 So. 2d a t 69, q u o t i n g C o l l i n s v. S t a t e , 
412 So. 2d 845, 846 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 8 2 ) . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , ' " [ t ] h i s C o u r t must v i e w t h e e v i d e n c e 
i n t h e l i g h t most f a v o r a b l e t o t h e S t a t e , and 'draw 
a l l r e a s o n a b l e i n f e r e n c e s and r e s o l v e a l l 
c r e d i b i l i t y c h o i c e s i n f a v o r o f t h e t r i e r o f 
f a c t . ' " ' D.L. v. S t a t e , 625 So. 2d 1201, 1204 ( A l a . 
C r i m . App. 1 9 9 3 ) , q u o t i n g W oodberry v. S t a t e , 497 
So. 2d 587, 590 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 8 6 ) . 'Any i s s u e s 
r e g a r d i n g t h e w e i g h t and c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e e v i d e n c e 
a r e n o t r e v i e w a b l e on a p p e a l once t h e s t a t e has made 
- p r i m a f a c i e c a s e . ' J o n e s v. S t a t e , 719 So. 2d a t a 
255. 

W i l l i a m s v. S t a t e , 10 So. 3d 1083, 1087 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 
2 0 0 8 ) . 

C o n c e r n i n g c o m p l i c i t y , t h i s C o u r t has h e l d : 

"'Alabama's a c c o m p l i c e l i a b i l i t y s t a t u t e 
p r o v i d e s : 

"'"A p e r s o n i s l e g a l l y a c c o u n t a b l e f o r 
t h e b e h a v i o r o f a n o t h e r c o n s t i t u t i n g a 
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c r i m i n a l o f f e n s e i f , w i t h t h e i n t e n t t o 
p r o m o t e o r a s s i s t t h e c o m m i s s i o n o f t h e 
o f f e n s e : 

" ' " ( 2 ) He a i d s o r a b e t s s u c h o t h e r 
p e r s o n i n c o m m i t t i n g t h e o f f e n s e " 

"'§ 13A-2-23, A l a . Code 1975. 

"'"The words ' a i d and a b e t ' encompass 
a l l a s s i s t a n c e by a c t s , words o f 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t , o r s u p p o r t , o r p r e s e n c e , 
a c t u a l o r c o n s t r u c t i v e , t o r e n d e r 
a s s i s t a n c e s h o u l d i t become n e c e s s a r y . 
W r i g h t [v. S t a t e , 4 94 So. 2d 936 ( A l a . 
C r i m . App. 1 9 8 6 ) ] ; S a n d e r s v. S t a t e , 423 
So. 2d 348 ( A l a . C r . App. 1 9 8 2 ) . A c t u a l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e c r i m e need n o t be 
p r o v e d by p o s i t i v e t e s t i m o n y t o c o n v i c t 
someone o f a i d i n g and a b e t t i n g . 'The j u r y 
i s t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t h e a p p e l l a n t ' s 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n e x i s t s and t h e e x t e n t o f i t 
f r o m t h e c o n d u c t o f t h e p a r t i e s and a l l t h e 
t e s t i m o n y p r e s e n t e d . ' W a l l s v. S t a t e , 378 
So. 2d 1186, 1191 ( A l a . C r . App. 1 97 9 ) , 
c e r t . d e n i e d , Ex p a r t e W a l l s , 378 So. 2d 
1193 ( A l a . 1 9 8 0 ) . Such f a c t s as t h e 
d e f e n d a n t ' s p r e s e n c e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h h i s 
c o m p a n i o n s h i p , and h i s c o n d u c t a t , b e f o r e 
and a f t e r t h e c o m m i s s i o n o f t h e a c t , a r e 
p o t e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s f r o m w h i c h 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n may be i n f e r r e d . ' 

" ' Henry v. 
7\ r\ n r\ \ 

S t a t e , 555 So. 2d 7 68 , 769 ( A l a . C r i m . 
App. 1 9 8 9 ) . 

"'"Any word o r a c t c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e 
c o m m i s s i o n o f a f e l o n y , i n t e n d e d and 
c a l c u l a t e d t o i n c i t e o r e n c o u r a g e i t s 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e one so 
c o n t r i b u t i n g i s p r e s e n t , b r i n g s t h e a c c u s e d 
w i t h i n t h e s t a t u t e t h a t makes any p e r s o n 
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c o n c e r n e d i n t h e c o m m i s s i o n o f a f e l o n y , 
d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y , a p r i n c i p a l No 
p a r t i c u l a r a c t s a r e n e c e s s a r y t o make one 
an a i d e r and a b e t t o r ; t h e common e n t e r p r i s e 
o r a d v e n t u r e may have been e n t e r e d i n t o on 
t h e s p u r o f t h e moment w i t h o u t 
p r e a r r a n g e m e n t o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n . ' 

" ' S c o t t v. S t a t e , 374 So. 2d 316, 318-19 ( A l a . 
1 9 7 9 ) . And, 

" ' " ' [ w ] h e r e t h e e v i d e n c e i s c o n f l i c t i n g as 
t o t h e d e f e n d a n t ' s c o n n e c t i o n as an 
a c c o m p l i c e o r c o - c o n s p i r a t o r , a j u r y 
q u e s t i o n i s p r e s e n t e d . ' S a n d e r s v. S t a t e , 
[423 So. 2d 348 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1982 ) ] , 
c i t i n g W a t k i n s v. S t a t e , 357 So. 2d 156, 
160 ( A l a . C r . App. 1 9 7 7 ) , c e r t . d e n i e d , 357 
So. 2d 161 ( [ A l a . ] 1 9 7 8 ) . " 

" ' Henry , 555 So.2d a t 770.'" 

P e o p l e s v. S t a t e , 951 So. 2d 755, 759 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 2 0 0 6 ) , 
q u o t i n g P e r a i t a v. S t a t e , 897 So. 2d 1161, 1210 ( A l a . C r i m . 
App. 2 0 0 3 ) . 

I n t h e p r e s e n t c a s e , t o s u r v i v e W i l l i a m s ' s m o t i o n f o r 
judgment o f a c q u i t t a l , t h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e had t o e s t a b l i s h 
a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e t h a t W i l l i a m s i n t e n t i o n a l l y c a u s e d J a m i e ' s 
d e a t h d i r e c t l y o r t h a t W i l l i a m s a i d e d o r a b e t t e d a n o t h e r 
p e r s o n i n i n t e n t i o n a l l y c a u s i n g J a m i e ' s d e a t h . See § 13A-6-
2 ( a ) ( 1 ) , A l a . Code 1975 ( p r o v i d i n g t h a t a p e r s o n commits 
murder i f " [ w ] i t h i n t e n t t o c a u s e t h e d e a t h o f a n o t h e r p e r s o n , 
he o r she c a u s e s t h e d e a t h o f t h a t p e r s o n o r o f a n o t h e r 
p e r s o n " ) . I n h i s b r i e f on a p p e a l , W i l l i a m s c o n c e d e s t h a t 
D a v i s t e s t i f i e d t h a t he saw W i l l i a m s s h o o t i n g a gun, b u t 
W i l l i a m s p o i n t s o u t t h a t D a v i s saw a t l e a s t one o t h e r p e r s o n 
s h o o t i n g a gun. W i l l i a m s a l s o s t a t e s t h a t 

" t h e S t a t e o f f e r e d t h e t e s t i m o n y o f Keon y a ... who 
s t a t e d t h a t i m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e t h e s h o o t i n g b e g a n , 
she saw a boy, whom she c o u l d n o t i d e n t i f y , r u n down 
t h e s i d e w a l k w i t h a gun. ( R . 1 1 9 ) . That i s when she 
c a l l e d o u t t o [ J a m i e ] t o warn h im. (R. 119.) A t t h e 
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same t i m e she saw t h i s boy r u n n i n g , she saw 
W i l l i a m s , who had been s i t t i n g on M y e i s h a ' s b a c k 
p o r c h , r u n i n t o t h e b a c k d o o r o f M y e i s h a ' s 
a p a r t m e n t . (R. 120.) She n e v e r saw W i l l i a m s w i t h a 
gun. K e o n y a ' s t e s t i m o n y was c o r r o b o r a t e d by t h e two 
d e f e n s e w i t n e s s e s who a l s o c l a i m e d t h a t W i l l i a m s was 
i n s i d e t h e house a t t h e t i m e o f t h e s h o o t i n g , and 
n e v e r had a gun." 

( W i l l i a m s ' s b r i e f , a t 18-19.) B a s e d s o l e l y on t h o s e 
o b s e r v a t i o n s o f t h e e v i d e n c e , W i l l i a m s a l l e g e s t h a t " t h e 
S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e c l e a r l y f a i l e d t o e x c l u d e t h e r e a s o n a b l e 
h y p o t h e s i s t h a t someone o t h e r t h a n W i l l i a m s s h o t and k i l l e d 
J a m i e Hedgeman." ( W i l l i a m s b r i e f , a t 19.) 

W i l l i a m s a l s o a l l e g e s t h a t t h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e was 
i n s u f f i c i e n t t o p r o v e t h a t he a c t e d as an a c c o m p l i c e b e c a u s e , 
he s a y s , " t h e r e was no e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e s h o o t i n g was o t h e r 
t h a n a s p o n t a n e o u s e v e n t . " ( W i l l i a m s ' s b r i e f , a t 24.) 
However, as n o t e d e a r l i e r , t h i s C o u r t has h e l d t h a t " t h e 
common e n t e r p r i s e o r a d v e n t u r e may have been e n t e r e d i n t o on 
t h e s p u r o f t h e moment w i t h o u t p r e a r r a n g e m e n t o r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n . " P e o p l e s , s u p r a a t 759. 

W h i l e i t i s t r u e t h a t t h e r e was no d i r e c t e v i d e n c e 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h a t t h e s h o t t h a t k i l l e d J a m i e was f i r e d f r o m 
W i l l i a m s ' s gun, i t a p p e a r s t h a t W i l l i a m s i s c o n f u s e d as t o t h e 
s t a n d a r d s g o v e r n i n g t h i s C o u r t ' s r e v i e w o f t h e s u f f i c i e n c y o f 
t h e e v i d e n c e . As s t a t e d e a r l i e r , " t h e t e s t t o be a p p l i e d i s 
w h e t h e r t h e j u r y m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y f i n d t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e 
e x c l u d e d e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e h y p o t h e s i s e x c e p t t h a t o f g u i l t ; n o t 
w h e t h e r s u c h e v i d e n c e e x c l u d e s e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e h y p o t h e s i s b u t 
g u i l t , b u t w h e t h e r a j u r y m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y so c o n c l u d e . " 
L o c k h a r t , s u p r a a t 899. I t i s u n d i s p u t e d t h a t J a m i e d i e d f r o m 

g u n s h o t wound. Keo n y a t e s t i f i e d t h a t p r i o r t o t h e s h o o t i n g , 
J a m i e was w a l k i n g t o w a r d h e r and W i l l i a m s ' s g r o u p , W i l l i a m s 

s t a t e d t h a t he was " g o i n g t o g e t t h a t n i g g e r . " (R. 119.) 
D a v i s t e s t i f i e d t h a t he saw W i l l i a m s and C o r t e z s h o o t i n g guns 
i n J a m i e ' s d i r e c t i o n , and Louann t e s t i f i e d t h a t she saw 
W i l l i a m s w i t h a gun i n h i s hand a f t e r she h e a r d t h e s h o o t i n g . 
A l s o , R e b e c c a t e s t i f i e d t h a t J a m i e t o l d h e r t h a t t h e p e o p l e 
who s h o t him were i n a brown C a d i l l a c , and more t h a n one 
w i t n e s s t e s t i f i e d t h a t a f t e r t h e s h o o t i n g , W i l l i a m s and C o r t e z 
l e f t t h e s c e n e i n a C a d i l l a c . See Ex p a r t e J o n e s , 541 So. 2d 

a 
as 
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1052, 1053-55 ( A l a . 1989) ( e x p l a i n i n g t h a t e v i d e n c e o f t h e 
d e f e n d a n t ' s a t t e m p t t o evade j u s t i c e may be p r e s e n t e d as 
t e n d i n g t o show t h e d e f e n d a n t ' s c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f g u i l t i f t h e 
a t t e m p t i s c o n n e c t e d w i t h o t h e r i n c r i m i n a t i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s ) . 
V i e w i n g t h e e v i d e n c e i n t h e l i g h t most f a v o r a b l e t o t h e S t a t e , 
we c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e j u r y c o u l d have r e a s o n a b l y e x c l u d e d e v e r y 
h y p o t h e s i s e x c e p t t h a t o f t h e W i l l i a m s ' s g u i l t . The j u r y 
c o u l d have r e a s o n a b l y f o u n d t h a t W i l l i a m s i n t e n t i o n a l l y c a u s e d 
J a m i e ' s d e a t h d i r e c t l y o r t h a t W i l l i a m s a i d e d o r a b e t t e d 
a n o t h e r p e r s o n i n i n t e n t i o n a l l y c a u s i n g J a m i e ' s d e a t h . The 
c o n f l i c t i n g e v i d e n c e and t h e c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e w i t n e s s e s were 
m a t t e r s s o l e l y f o r t h e j u r y ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

I I . 

W i l l i a m s a l s o a l l e g e s t h a t " [ t ] h e S t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e was 
i n s u f f i c i e n t t o p r o v e t h a t W i l l i a m s d i d n o t a c t i n s e l f -
d e f e n s e . " ( W i l l i a m s b r i e f , a t 20.) The t r i a l c o u r t i n s t r u c t e d 
t h e j u r y on s e l f - d e f e n s e ; t h u s , W i l l i a m s i s a r g u i n g t h a t t h e 
t r i a l c o u r t e r r e d i n n o t d i r e c t i n g an a c q u i t t a l b a s e d on h i s 
s e l f - d e f e n s e c l a i m . To s u p p o r t t h a t a l l e g a t i o n , W i l l i a m s 
r e l i e s on S m i t h v. S t a t e , 602 So. 2d 470 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 
1 9 9 2 ) , w h i c h h e l d : 

"'Once t h e i s s u e o f s e l f - d e f e n s e i s r a i s e d , t h e 
S t a t e must p r o v e t h a t t h e a c c u s e d d i d n o t a c t i n 
s e l f - d e f e n s e i n t h e s e n s e t h a t t h e S t a t e must p r o v e 
a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e o f u n j u s t i f i e d h o m i c i d e . ' Ex  
p a r t e J o h n s o n , 433 So. 2d 479, 481 ( A l a . 1 9 8 3 ) . See 
a l s o Howard v. S t a t e , 420 So. 2d 828 ( A l a . C r i m . 
App. 1 9 8 2 ) . Thus, t h e S t a t e c o n t i n u e s t o have t h e 
b u r d e n o f p r o v i n g a l l o f t h e e l e m e n t s o f h o m i c i d e 
and 'must c o u n t e r any e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d by t h e 
d e f e n d a n t w h i c h w o u l d r a i s e a r e a s o n a b l e d o u b t as t o 
t h e e x i s t e n c e o f one o f t h o s e e l e m e n t s . ' J o h n s o n a t 
481. The w e i g h t and c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e e v i d e n c e i s 
f o r t h e j u r y ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I d . " 

602 So. 2d a t 471. 

S i m i l a r l y , i n Bean v. S t a t e , 492 So. 2d 647 ( A l a . C r i m . 
App. 1 9 8 6 ) , t h i s C o u r t h e l d : 

"'When t h e i s s u e [ o f s e l f - d e f e n s e ] i s p r e s e n t , 
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t h e S t a t e must p r o v e t h a t t h e a c c u s e d d i d n o t a c t i n 
s e l f - d e f e n s e i n t h e s e n s e t h a t t h e S t a t e must p r o v e 
a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e o f u n j u s t i f i e d h o m i c i d e . However 
even i f t h e e v i d e n c e o f s e l f - d e f e n s e i s u n d i s p u t e d , 
t h e c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e d e f e n d a n t w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e 
e v i d e n c e o f s e l f - d e f e n s e i s f o r t h e j u r y , and t h e y 
may, i n t h e i r d i s c r e t i o n , a c c e p t i t as t r u e o r 
r e j e c t i t . ' " 

492 So. 2d a t 650, q u o t i n g Mack v. S t a t e , 348 So. 2d 524, 529 
( A l a . C r i m . App. 1977) ( c i t a t i o n s o m i t t e d ) . 

I n L o c k e t t v. S t a t e , 505 So. 2d 1281 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 
1 9 8 6 ) , t h i s C o u r t e x p l a i n e d t h e r e s p e c t i v e r o l e s o f t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t and t h e j u r y i n t h e t r e a t m e n t o f a s e l f - d e f e n s e c l a i m : 

"'The d e t e r m i n a t i o n ... r e q u i r e s t h e a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f t h e w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d r u l e , as s t a t e d i n S t a t e v. 
Ras h , [359 Mo. 215,] 221 S.W.2d [124,] a t [124] 
[ ( 1 9 4 9 ) ] : 

O r d i n a r i l y s e l f d e f e n s e i s i n 
t h e n a t u r e o f an a f f i r m a t i v e d e f e n s e , and 
a q u e s t i o n f o r t h e j u r y . B u t w h e t h e r t h e  
s t a t e ' s e v i d e n c e , w h i c h i s n e i t h e r d i s p u t e d  
n o r c o n t r a d i c t e d , e s t a b l i s h e d s e l f d e f e n s e 
so as t o make a k i l l i n g j u s t i f i a b l e 
h o m i c i d e i n s t e a d o f murder o r m a n s l a u g h t e r 
i s a q u e s t i o n o f l a w f o r t h e c o u r t . " 
( E mphasis a d d e d . ) ' 

"'A f u r t h e r r e f i n e m e n t o f t h i s r u l e i s f o u n d i n 
S t a t e v. J a c k s o n , 522 S.W.2d 317 (Mo. App. 1975) and 
c a s e s c i t e d t h e r e i n , where t h e c o u r t s a i d , [ a t 3 1 9 ] : 

"'"... B u t where t h e e v i d e n c e i s 
c o n f l i c t i n g o r o f s u c h a c h a r a c t e r t h a t  
d i f f e r e n t i n f e r e n c e s m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y be  
drawn t h e r e f r o m , i t i s g e n e r a l l y a q u e s t i o n 
o f f a c t f o r t h e j u r y t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r 
t h e a c c u s e d a c t e d i n s e l f - d e f e n s e i n a 
p a r t i c u l a r c a s e . ( c a s e s c i t e d ) ... O n l y 
when a l l t h e e v i d e n c e i s u n d i s p u t e d and 
c l e a r s h o u l d a c o u r t d i s p o s e o f a murder o r 
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m a n s l a u g h t e r c h a r g e by a c q u i t t a l w i t h o u t 
t e n d e r i n g t h e i s s u e o f s e l f - d e f e n s e t o t h e 
j u r y ( c a s e s c i t e d ) . R a r e l y , t h e n , i s 
s e l f - d e f e n s e d e c l a r e d by l a w so as t o b a r 
t h e s u b m i s s i o n o f t h e h o m i c i d e o f f e n s e 
a l t o g e t h e r . " ( Emphasis a d d e d . ) ' 

" S t a t e v. T h o r n t o n , 532 S.W.2d 37, 42-43 (Mo. App. 
1975) ( f o o t n o t e o m i t t e d ) . C f . R a i n e s v. S t a t e , 455 
So. 2d 967, 974 ( A l a . C r . App. 1 9 8 4 ) . 

"On r a r e o c c a s i o n s , t h e A l a bama c o u r t s have 
r e v e r s e d t h e t r i a l c o u r t f o r i t s f a i l u r e t o d i r e c t 
an a c q u i t t a l v e r d i c t where t h e p r o s e c u t i o n ' s 
e v i d e n c e i n p r e s e n t i n g t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e k i l l i n g 
a l s o p r e s e n t e d u n d i s p u t e d e v i d e n c e o f s e l f - d e f e n s e . 
See e.g., B i s h o p v. S t a t e , 23 A l a . App. 109, 121 So. 
455 ( 1 9 2 9 ) ; Simmons v. S t a t e , 22 A l a . App. 126, 113 
So. 466 ( 1 9 2 7 ) . These two c a s e s have been c i t e d as 
a u t h o r i t y f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e : ' I f 
t h e u n d i s p u t e d e v i d e n c e shows c l e a r l y t h a t t h e 
a c c u s e d was i n a c t u a l o r a p p a r e n t i m m i n e n t p e r i l and 
was u n a b l e t o r e t r e a t , and t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e 
w a r r a n t i n g a f i n d i n g t h a t he was a t f a u l t , he i s 
e n t i t l e d t o have t h e j u r y i n s t r u c t e d t o r e t u r n a 
v e r d i c t o f n o t g u i l t y . ' C. Gamble, M c E l r o y ' s Alabama 
E v i d e n c e § 457.02(7) (3d ed. 1 9 7 7 ) . See a l s o Hamby  
v. S t a t e , 254 A l a . 139, 47 So. 2d 218 (1 950 ) ; 
Thompson v. S t a t e , 37 6 So. 2d 7 61 , 764 ( A l a . C r . 
A p p . ) , r e v ' d on o t h e r g r o u n d s , 376 So. 2d 766 ( A l a . 
1979) ( w h e r e i n t h e c o u r t n o t e d t h a t ' [ w ] h e r e t h e 
u n d i s p u t e d e v i d e n c e c l e a r l y shows t h e v i c t i m t o be 
a t f a u l t , t h e a c c u s e d may be e n t i t l e d t o a d i r e c t e d 
v e r d i c t ' ) . " 

505 So. 2d a t 1284-85. 

I n t h e p r e s e n t c a s e , t o e s t a b l i s h t h a t W i l l i a m s a c t e d i n 
s e l f - d e f e n s e , t h e r e must be some e v i d e n c e t h a t W i l l i a m s u s e d 
d e a d l y p h y s i c a l f o r c e on J a m i e t o d e f e n d h i m s e l f o r a t h i r d 
p e r s o n f r o m what W i l l i a m s r e a s o n a b l y b e l i e v e d t o be t h e use o r 
i m m i n e n t use o f u n l a w f u l d e a d l y p h y s i c a l f o r c e by J a m i e . § 
1 3 A - 3 - 2 3 ( a ) , A l a . Code 1975. The o n l y e v i d e n c e t h a t c o u l d 
p o s s i b l y show s u c h a b e l i e f i s J o h n s o n ' s t e s t i m o n y t h a t he saw 
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J a m i e h o l d i n g a gun i m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e t h e s h o o t i n g and 
M y e i s h a ' s t e s t i m o n y t h a t J a m i e began f i r i n g a gun a t h e r 
a p a r t m e n t . However, b o t h J o h n s o n and M y e i s h a a l s o t e s t i f i e d 
t h a t W i l l i a m s d i d n o t l e a v e t h e i n s i d e o f t h e a p a r t m e n t o r 
have a weapon d u r i n g t h e s h o o t i n g ; t h u s , t h e i r t e s t i m o n y 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t W i l l i a m s d i d n o t use d e a d l y p h y s i c a l f o r c e 
a g a i n s t J a m i e and i s i n h e r e n t l y i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a f i n d i n g o f 
s e l f - d e f e n s e . C o n c e r n i n g t h e i s s u e o f s e l f - d e f e n s e , d i f f e r e n t 
i n f e r e n c e s m i g h t r e a s o n a b l y be drawn f r o m a l l t h e e v i d e n c e 
t h a t was p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s c a s e , and t h e e v i d e n c e was n o t 
c l e a r t h a t W i l l i a m s a c t e d i n s e l f - d e f e n s e . See L o c k e t t , s u p r a . 
The w e i g h t and c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e e v i d e n c e , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
c r e d i b i l i t y o f J o h n s o n ' s and M y e i s h a ' s t e s t i m o n y , was f o r t h e 
j u r y ' s s o l e d e t e r m i n a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , t h e t r i a l c o u r t d i d n o t 
e r r i n s u b m i t t i n g W i l l i a m s ' s s e l f - d e f e n s e c l a i m t o t h e j u r y 
and r e f u s i n g t o d i r e c t an a c q u i t t a l b a s e d on h i s s e l f - d e f e n s e 
c l a i m . 

I I I . 

F i n a l l y , W i l l i a m s a l l e g e s t h a t t h e t r i a l c o u r t e r r e d i n 
d e n y i n g h i s B a t s o n v. K e n t u c k y , 476 U.S. 79 ( 1 9 8 6 ) , m o t i o n . 
S p e c i f i c a l l y , W i l l i a m s a l l e g e s t h a t t h e t r i a l c o u r t " e r r e d i n 
h o l d i n g t h a t W i l l i a m s d i d n o t make a p r i m a f a c i e s h o w i n g o f 
r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n where t h e S t a t e u s e d t e n o f i t s t w e l v e 
p e r e m p t o r y s t r i k e s t o remove A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s f r o m t h e 
v e n i r e , s e v e n o f whom had no i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e c o u r t a n d / o r 
l a w y e r s and had n o t h i n g i n common o t h e r t h a n t h e i r r a c e . " 
( W i l l i a m s ' s b r i e f , a t 25.) 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e c o r d , a f t e r t h e j u r y was s e l e c t e d , 
d e f e n s e c o u n s e l f o r C o r t e z made a B a t s o n m o t i o n a l l e g i n g t h a t 
t h e S t a t e i m p r o p e r l y " e x c l u d e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e number" o f b l a c k 
p r o s p e c t i v e j u r o r s f r o m t h e j u r y . ( 3 r d Supp. R. 88-89.) 
D e f e n s e c o u n s e l d i d n o t g i v e any o t h e r r e a s o n f o r t h e m o t i o n . 
The t r i a l c o u r t d e t e r m i n e d t h a t s i x o f t h e t h i r t e e n s e l e c t e d 
j u r o r s were A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n . ( 3 r d Supp. R. a t 89.) Then t h e 
f o l l o w i n g e x c h a n g e o c c u r r e d : 

" [ D e f e n s e c o u n s e l ] : I a d j o i n [ C o r t e z ' s c o u n s e l ] 
i n t h e B a t s o n c h a l l e n g e c i t i n g t h e r e a s o n s t h e y 
g a v e . Out o f t w e l v e s t r i k e s , t e n were o f A f r i c a n -
A m e r i c a n o r i g i n . And t h e r e ' s s e v e n who were s t r u c k 
who had no exch a n g e a t a l l w i t h t h e c o u r t a n d / o r any 

14 



o f t h e a t t o r n e y s as f a r as q u e s t i o n s . So, o t h e r 
t h a n b a s e d on t h e i r r a c e , I d o n ' t see a r a c e - n e u t r a l 
r e a s o n as t o why t h e y w o u l d have p o t e n t i a l l y been 
s t r u c k . They d i d n ' t have any s o r t o f exc h a n g e a t 
a l l w i t h t h e c o u r t o r w i t h t h e a t t o r n e y s . 

"THE COURT: I t r y t o keep v e r y good n o t e s d u r i n g 
t h e j u r y s e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s . And I do n o t e t h a t e a c h 
o f t h e d e f e n s e -- e a c h o f t h e d e f e n d a n t s s t r u c k as 
t h e i r s i x s t r i k e s , e a c h s t r u c k a l l w h i t e s on t h e 
p a n e l . And b a s e d on t h e n o t e s t h a t I k e p t and on 
t h e h i s t o r y t h a t I have w i t h [ t h e p r o s e c u t o r s ] i n 
t h i s c o u r t , I f i n d t h a t you f a i l e d t o make a p r i m a 
f a c i e c a s e o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n t h e s e l e c t i o n s . 

"So y o u r m o t i o n s a r e d e n i e d . " 

( 3 r d Supp. a t 89-90.) 

A s s u m i n g t h a t W i l l i a m s ' s a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h e S t a t e u s e d 10 
o f i t s 12 p e r e m p t o r y s t r i k e s t o remove A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s f r o m 
t h e v e n i r e i s t r u e 2 , W i l l i a m s f a i l e d t o e s t a b l i s h a p r i m a 
f a c i e c a s e o f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . I n Ex p a r t e W a l k e r , 972 
So. 2d 737 ( A l a . 2 0 0 7 ) , t h e Alabama Supreme C o u r t h e l d : 

" T h i s C o u r t has s t a t e d : 

"'The b u r d e n o f p e r s u a s i o n i s 
i n i t i a l l y on t h e p a r t y a l l e g i n g 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y u se o f a p e r e m p t o r y 
c h a l l e n g e t o e s t a b l i s h a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e 
o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . I n d e t e r m i n i n g w h e t h e r 
t h e r e i s a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e , t h e c o u r t i s 
t o c o n s i d e r " a l l r e l e v a n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s " 
w h i c h c o u l d l e a d t o an i n f e r e n c e o f 

2 A l t h o u g h t h e r e c o r d f a i l s t o c o n t a i n any documents t o 
i n d i c a t e t h e r a c e o f t h e p r o s p e c t i v e j u r o r s , W i l l i a m s f i l e d a 
t h i r d m o t i o n t o s u p p l e m e n t t h e r e c o r d , r e q u e s t i n g t h e s t r i k e 
l i s t be added. T h i s m o t i o n was d e n i e d . He had f i l e d a s e c o n d 
m o t i o n t o s u p p l e m e n t , r e q u e s t i n g t h e f u l l v o i r d i r e 
p r o c e e d i n g s w h i c h had been g r a n t e d . The r a c e o f t h e members o f 
t h e v e n i r e was n o t r e f l e c t e d i n t h e p r o c e e d i n g s . 
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d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . ' 

"Ex p a r t e B r a n c h , 526 So. 2d 609, 622 ( A l a . 1 9 8 7 ) . 
An o b j e c t i o n b a s e d on numbers a l o n e , however, does 
n o t s u p p o r t t h e f i n d i n g o f a p r i m a f a c e c a s e o f 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and i s n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o s h i f t t h e 
b u r d e n t o t h e o t h e r p a r t y t o e x p l a i n i t s p e r e m p t o r y 
s t r i k e s . Ex p a r t e T r a w i c k , 698 So. 2d 162 ( A l a . 
1 9 9 7 ) . 

" Here, t h e t r i a l c o u r t d i d n o t e r r i n h o l d i n g 
t h a t [ t h e d e f e n d a n t ] d i d n o t p r e s e n t a p r i m a f a c i e 
c a s e o f d i s c r i m i n a t o r y use o f p e r e m p t o r y s t r i k e s by 
th e S t a t e . [The d e f e n d a n t ' s ] o b j e c t i o n was b a s e d 
t o t a l l y on t h e number o f A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s t h e S t a t e 
s t r u c k f r o m t h e j u r y . When t h e t r i a l c o u r t a s k e d f o r 
f a c t s o r e v i d e n c e t o s u p p o r t t h e o b j e c t i o n , [ t h e 
d e f e n d a n t ] was u n a b l e t o p r o v i d e any. The t r i a l 
c o u r t p r o p e r l y c o n c l u d e d t h a t [ t h e d e f e n d a n t ] had 
n o t p r e s e n t e d a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e o f d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
use o f p e r e m p t o r y s t r i k e s . " 

972 So. 2d a t 741-42. 

L i k e w i s e , i n t h e p r e s e n t c a s e , W i l l i a m s ' s B a t s o n m o t i o n 
was b a s e d on t h e number o f A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s t h e S t a t e s t r u c k 
f r o m t h e j u r y . "'Alabama c o u r t s have r e p e a t e d l y h e l d t h a t 
numbers a l o n e a r e n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o e s t a b l i s h a p r i m a f a c e 
c a s e o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . ' V a n p e l t v. S t a t e , [Ms. CR-06-1539, 
December 18, 2009] So.3d , ( A l a . C r i m . App. 2 0 0 9 ) . " 
R e y n o l d s v. S t a t e , [CR-07-0443, O c t o b e r 1, 2010] So. 3d 

, ( A l a . C r i m . App. 2 0 1 0 ) . A l t h o u g h he made a b r i e f b a r e 
a l l e g a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e q u e s t i o n i n g o f t h e v e n i r e , he 
p r o v i d e d no f a c t s t o s u p p o r t h i s c l a i m o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . As 
t h i s c o u r t s t a t e d i n W i l l i a m s v. S t a t e , [CR-08-2016, May 28, 
2010] So. 3d , ( A l a . C r i m . App. 2 0 1 0 ) : 

" I n t h i s c a s e , t h e r e was s i m p l y no e v i d e n c e 
p r e s e n t e d i n d i c a t i n g t h a t any o f t h e f a c t o r s s e t o u t 
i n Ex p a r t e B r a n c h , [526 So. 2d 609 ( A l a . 1987 ) ] , 
w h i c h may be u s e d t o e s t a b l i s h a p r i m a f a c i e c a s e , 
e x i s t e d . R e g a r d i n g p o t e n t i a l j u r o r no. 133, R.N.J., 
t h e t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d W i l l i a m s ' s B a t s o n m o t i o n 
w i t h o u t r e q u i r i n g a r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e S t a t e . W i t h 
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r e s p e c t t o t h i s c h a l l e n g e , W i l l i a m s a r g u e d o n l y t h a t 
R.N.J. had n o t p r o v i d e d an a d v e r s e r e s p o n s e t o v o i r 
d i r e q u e s t i o n i n g and s p e c u l a t e d as t o t h e S t a t e ' s 
r e a s o n s f o r s t r i k i n g R.N.J., and f u r t h e r a s s e r t e d 
g e n e r a l l y t h a t t h e j u r y was composed o f t o o few 
m i n o r i t y e t h n i c g r o u p s . ' " [ I ] t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e 
d e f e n d a n t come f o r w a r d w i t h f a c t s , n o t j u s t numbers 
a l o n e , when a s k i n g t h e [ t r i a l ] c o u r t t o f i n d a p r i m a 
f a c i e c a s e . " ' M i t c h e l l v. S t a t e , 579 So. 2d 45, 48 
( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 9 1 ) , q u o t i n g U n i t e d S t a t e s v.  
Moore, 895 F. 2d 484, 485 ( 8 t h C i r . 1 9 9 0 ) . " 

B e c a u s e a B a t s o n c l a i m b a s e d on numbers a l o n e does n o t 
s u p p o r t a f i n d i n g o f a p r i m a f a c e c a s e o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
t h e r e i s no i n f e r e n c e o f p u r p o s e f u l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n t h e 
r e c o r d , W i l l i a m s m o t i o n was n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o s h i f t t h e b u r d e n 
t o t h e S t a t e t o e x p l a i n i t s p e r e m p t o r y s t r i k e s . The t r i a l 
c o u r t p r o p e r l y c o n c l u d e d t h a t W i l l i a m s had n o t p r e s e n t e d a 
p r i m a f a c i e c a s e o f d i s c r i m i n a t o r y use o f p e r e m p t o r y s t r i k e s . 

B a s e d on t h e f o r e g o i n g , t h e judgment o f t h e t r i a l c o u r t 
i s a f f i r m e d . 

AFFIRMED. 

W e l c h , P . J . , and Windom, K e l l u m , and J o i n e r , J J . , c o n c u r . 
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