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AG STRANGE ANNOUNCES CONVICTIONS UPHELD  

FOR MURDER AND ASSAULT IN WINSTON COUNTY  

  

(MONTGOMERY)— Attorney General Luther Strange announced that the 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals Friday has upheld the murder and first-
degree assault convictions of a Haleyville woman.  Katrina Drake Alexander, 

now 41, was found guilty by a Winston County jury on June 17, 2010, of the 
murder of her husband's ex-wife, and the shooting assault of the murder 

victim's step father-in-law. 

Evidence was presented at trial that Alexander retrieved the gun of 
her husband, who was a Haleyville police officer, from his police locker and 
shot and killed Renee Perry, her husband's ex-wife, at the victim’s home. 

Evidence at trial also showed Alexander twice shot Freddie Barnett, the step 
father-in-law of the woman she killed, who was also at Perry's home.   

Alexander received a sentence of life imprisonment for the murder 

conviction and a concurrent 20-year term of imprisonment for the first-degree 
assault conviction.    

The case was prosecuted at the trial level by Winston County District 
Attorney Jack Bostick's Office, and the conviction was handled on appeal by 

Attorney General Strange’s Appeals Division. 

 After her conviction and sentencing, Alexander sought to have her 
conviction reversed on appeal.  The Attorney General’s office argued to the 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals that it should affirm Alexander's 
convictions.  The Court of Criminal Appeals agreed with the State, and handed 
down its decision on Friday, March 11, that both of Alexander's convictions 

were to be upheld. 

For additional details, see attached ruling by the Alabama Court of 
Criminal Appeals.  
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MEMORANDUM 

CR-09-1537 W i n s t o n C i r c u i t C o u r t CC-07-189 

K a t r i n a Drake A l e x a n d e r v. S t a t e o f Alabama 

WELCH, P r e s i d i n g J u d g e . 

K a t r i n a Drake A l e x a n d e r was c o n v i c t e d o f murde r , a 
v i o l a t i o n o f § 13A-6-2, A l a . Code 1 975, and c o n v i c t e d o f 
f i r s t - d e g r e e a s s a u l t , a v i o l a t i o n o f § 13A-6-20, A l a . Code 
1975. The t r i a l c o u r t s e n t e n c e d A l e x a n d e r t o s e r v e a t e r m o f 
l i f e i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r t h e murder c o n v i c t i o n and s e n t e n c e d 
A l e x a n d e r t o s e r v e a t e r m o f 20 y e a r s ' i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r h e r 
f i r s t - d e g r e e a s s a u l t c o n v i c t i o n , t o be s e r v e d c o n c u r r e n t l y . 
The t r i a l c o u r t o r d e r e d A l e x a n d e r t o p a y an a s s e s s m e n t o f 
$6,235.20 t o t h e Cr i m e V i c t i m s C o m p e n s a t i o n F und. No p o s t -
t r i a l m o t i o n s were f i l e d . T h i s a p p e a l f o l l o w e d . 

The f o l l o w i n g e v i d e n c e was e l i c i t e d a t t r i a l . Randy 
S t u l t s a d i s p a t c h e r a t t h e H a l e y v i l l e P o l i c e D e p a r t m e n t 
t e s t i f i e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g . S t u l t s w o r k e d w i t h Ron A l e x a n d e r , 
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who was a l s o a d i s p a t c h e r , and knew Ron's w i f e , K a t r i n a 
A l e x a n d e r . On O c t o b e r 30, 2007, K a t r i n a came b y t h e d i s p a t c h 
o f f i c e sometime a f t e r l u n c h , went t o Ron's l o c k e r , and t h e n 
l e f t . A t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2:32 p.m., S t u l t s r e c e i v e d a c a l l f r o m 
K a t r i n a on t h e p o l i c e d i s p a t c h s y s t e m . K a t r i n a t o l d h i m , " I 
h ave s h o t Renee [ P e r r y ] , and I ' v e wounded h i m [ F r e d d i e 
B a r n e t t ] . I d i d n ' t mean t o . " (R. 134.) 

C h r i s P e r r y t e s t i f i e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g . On O c t o b e r 30, 
2007, C h r i s was m a r r i e d t o Renee P e r r y , and t h e y l i v e d i n a 
m o b i l e home p a r k . Ron A l e x a n d e r was Renee's e x - h u s b a n d . On 
t h a t d a t e , C h r i s was a t home w i t h h i s s t e p f a t h e r F r e d d i e 
B a r n e t t , Renee, and Renee's b r o t h e r J a m i e . A t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2:30 p.m., B a r n e t t t o l d Renee and C h r i s t h a t K a t r i n a h a d 
p u l l e d up o u t s i d e . C h r i s went o u t s i d e t o a s k K a t r i n a what she 
w a n t e d , and she s t a t e d t h a t she w a n t e d t o s p e a k w i t h Renee. 
C h r i s went b a c k i n t o t h e k i t c h e n , and Renee went o u t t h e d o o r . 
C h r i s h e a r d a g u n s h o t and saw Renee f a l l t o t h e g r o u n d . C h r i s 
h e a r d more g u n s h o t s and saw B a r n e t t d i v i n g i n t o t h e d o o r , 
s a y i n g , "She s h o t Renee, and she s h o t me, and s h e ' s coming i n 
t h e h o u s e . Y ' a l l r u n . " (R. 143.) C h r i s r a n o u t o f t h e b a c k 
d o o r o f t h e m o b i l e home and saw K a t r i n a l e a v i n g i n h e r c a r . 

F r e d d i e B a r n e t t t e s t i f i e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g . B a r n e t t saw 
K a t r i n a s h o o t Renee and t e s t i f i e d t h a t K a t r i n a s u b s e q u e n t l y 
s h o t h i m t w i c e . B a r n e t t t e s t i f i e d t h a t one b u l l e t e x i t e d h i s 
b o d y t h r o u g h h i s b a c k , and t h e s e c o n d b u l l e t e x p l o d e d i n s i d e 
h i s b o d y when i t h i t h i s r i b s . B a r n e t t has h a d s e v e r a l b u l l e t 
f r a g m e n t s removed f r o m h i s c h e s t . 

O f f i c e r M i c h a e l G l a s h e e n w i t h t h e H a l e y v i l l e P o l i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t t e s t i f i e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g . O f f i c e r G l a s h e e n was 
w o r k i n g as a p a t r o l m a n on O c t o b e r 30, 2007, when he was 
d i s p a t c h e d t o t h e A l e x a n d e r r e s i d e n c e . When O f f i c e r G l a s h e e n 
a r r i v e d , he saw Ron s t a n d i n g i n t h e f r o n t y a r d t a l k i n g on t h e 
c e l l phone w i t h K a t r i n a . Ron t o l d O f f i c e r G l a s h e e n t h a t he 
t h o u g h t t h a t K a t r i n a h a d s h o t h i s e x - w i f e , Renee, and t h a t 
K a t r i n a was u p s e t and was s t o p p e d i n h e r v e h i c l e on t h e s i d e 
o f t h e r o a d b e c a u s e she c o u l d n ' t t r a v e l any f u r t h e r . Ron g o t 
i n O f f i c e r G l a s h e e n ' s v e h i c l e , and t h e y d r o v e t o K a t r i n a ' s 
v e h i c l e . When t h e men a r r i v e d , O f f i c e r G l a s h e e n g o t o u t o f 
h i s v e h i c l e and saw t h a t t h e gun was on t h e r o o f o f K a t r i n a ' s 
c a r , and he s u b s e q u e n t l y t o o k K a t r i n a i n t o c u s t o d y . 
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The S t a t e p r e s e n t e d t e s t i m o n y t h a t Renee P e r r y d i e d as a 
r e s u l t o f t h e g u n s h o t wound w h i c h she r e c e i v e d t o h e r h e a d . 

K a t r i n a A l e x a n d e r t e s t i f i e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g on h e r own 
b e h a l f . K a t r i n a t e s t i f i e d t h a t on t h e d a t e o f t h e s h o o t i n g 
t h a t she was t a k i n g L e x a p r o , X anax, T r a z a d o n e , P h e n e r g a n , 
L o r t a b , T o p r o l , and P e p c i d . K a t r i n a t e s t i f i e d t h a t i n A u g u s t 
o f 2007 t h a t she and Renee g o t i n t o an argument o v e r an 
a l l e g a t i o n t h a t C h r i s h a d m o l e s t e d a c h i l d , and K a t r i n a d i d 
no t t h i n k t h a t c h i l d r e n s h o u l d be i n t h e home w i t h h i m . The 
women began f i g h t i n g , and t h e p o l i c e were n o t i f i e d . 
U l t i m a t e l y , K a t r i n a was c h a r g e d w i t h a s s a u l t i n g Renee. 
K a t r i n a t e s t i f i e d t h a t t h e d ay b e f o r e t h e s h o o t i n g , Ron t o l d 
h e r t h a t he w a n t e d a d i v o r c e and t h a t u p s e t h e r . On t h e d a t e 
o f t h e i n c i d e n t , K a t r i n a t e s t i f i e d t h a t she went t o g e t Ron's 
gun b e c a u s e she w a n t e d t o s c a r e Renee. 

A l e x a n d e r a r g u e s t h a t t h e r e i s i n s u f f i c i e n t e v i d e n c e t o 
s u p p o r t h e r c o n v i c t i o n s f o r murder and f i r s t - d e g r e e a s s a u l t . 
S p e c i f i c a l l y , A l e x a n d e r a r g u e s t h a t she was i n v o l u n t a r i l y 
i n t o x i c a t e d and u n a b l e t o f o r m t h e r e q u i s i t e i n t e n t r e q u i r e d 
t o commit t h e c r i m e s . 

However, A l e x a n d e r f a i l e d t o p r e s e n t t h i s argument t o t h e 
t r i a l c o u r t when she moved f o r a j u d g m e n t o f a c q u i t t a l a t t h e 
c l o s e o f t h e S t a t e ' s c a s e . 

" ' Review on a p p e a l i s r e s t r i c t e d t o q u e s t i o n s and i s s u e s 
p r o p e r l y and t i m e l y r a i s e d a t t r i a l . ' " Ex p a r t e C o u l l i e t t e , 
857 So. 2d 793, 794 ( A l a . 2 0 0 3 ) , c i t i n g Newsome v. S t a t e , 570 
So. 2d 703, 717 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 8 9 ) . "'An i s s u e r a i s e d f o r 
t h e f i r s t t i m e on a p p e a l i s n o t s u b j e c t t o a p p e l l a t e r e v i e w 
b e c a u s e i t has n o t been p r o p e r l y p r e s e r v e d and p r e s e n t e d . ' " 
I d . a t 794, c i t i n g P a t e v. S t a t e , 601 So. 2d 210, 213 ( A l a . 
C r i m . App. 1 9 9 2 ) . " ' [ T ] o p r e s e r v e an i s s u e f o r a p p e l l a t e 
r e v i e w , i t must be p r e s e n t e d t o t h e t r i a l c o u r t by a t i m e l y 
and s p e c i f i c m o t i o n s e t t i n g o u t t h e s p e c i f i c g r o u n d s i n 
s u p p o r t t h e r e o f . ' " M c K i n n e y v. S t a t e , 654 So. 2d 95, 99 ( A l a . 
C r i m . App. 1 9 9 5 ) ( c i t a t i o n o m i t t e d ) . "When a s p e c i f i c g r o u n d 
o f o b j e c t i o n i s s t a t e d , a l l o t h e r u n s t a t e d g r o u n d s o f 
o b j e c t i o n a r e w a i v e d . " S t a t e v. H o l l o w a y , 307 So. 2d 13, 17 
( A l a . 1 9 7 5 ) . See a l s o M u r r a y v. S t a t e , 494 So. 2d 891 ( A l a . 
C r i m . App. 1 9 8 6 ) . 
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I n t h i s c a s e , A l e x a n d e r was i n d i c t e d f o r t h r e e c h a r g e s : 
c a p i t a l m u r d e r 1 , m u r d e r , and f i r s t - d e g r e e a s s a u l t . When 
A l e x a n d e r moved f o r a judgment o f a c q u i t t a l , she d i d so b a s e d 
on t h e e l e m e n t s o f t h e c a p i t a l murder c h a r g e p r e s e n t e d a g a i n s t 
h e r and a r g u e d t h a t t h e S t a t e had f a i l e d t o p r o v e i n t e n t as t o 
murder and f i r s t - d e g r e e a s s a u l t . However, A l e x a n d e r d i d n o t 
a r g u e t h a t she was i n v o l u n t a r i l y i n t o x i c a t e d by h e r 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s and t h a t t h i s d e f e n s e n e g a t e d t h e i n t e n t 
e l e m e n t s o f murder and f i r s t - d e g r e e a s s a u l t . (R. 466-467.) 

M o r e o v e r , d e f e n s e c o u n s e l s t a t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g b e f o r e t h e 
t r i a l c o u r t c h a r g e d t h e j u r y , 

"MR. SALVAGIO [ D e f e n s e c o u n s e l ] : Y e s , s i r . And 
I w i s h I now had done i t b e f o r e c l o s i n g a r g u m e n t s 
b e c a u s e what I w a n t e d t o a s k you was we're n o t 
p l e a d i n g g u i l t y by r e a s o n o f i n t o x i c a t i o n . I d i d n ' t 
want t h a t c h a r g e . I j u s t d o n ' t t h i n k i t f i t s . And 
now he's m e n t i o n e d i t , b u t I mean, s t i l l , I mean, 
t h a t ' s why I w a n t e d t o t a l k t o you. I mean, I 
s h o u l d have p r o b a b l y , you know, i n h i n d s i g h t , 
i n s i s t e d t h a t we do i t b e f o r e h a n d . But I d o n ' t want 
t h e c h a r g e . I mean, I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t c h a r g e f i t s 
i t i n any manner." 

(R. 657.) 

T h e r e f o r e , n o t o n l y d i d d e f e n s e c o u n s e l f a i l t o s t a t e 
i n v o l u n t a r y i n t o x i c a t i o n as g r o u n d s f o r t h e m o t i o n f o r a 
judgment o f a c q u i t t a l a t t h e c l o s e o f t h e c a s e , b u t a l s o 
d e f e n s e c o u n s e l ' s d i s c u s s i o n o f i n t o x i c a t i o n w i t h t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t b e f o r e i t c h a r g e d t h e j u r y r e f l e c t s t h a t t h e d e f e n s e d i d 
n o t b e l i e v e t h a t t h e d e f e n s e o f i n v o l u n t a r y i n t o x i c a t i o n 
a p p l i e d t o t h e f a c t s o f A l e x a n d e r ' s c a s e a t a l l . F o r t h e 
r e a s o n s s t a t e d above, t h i s argument i s n o t p r o p e r l y b e f o r e 
t h i s C o u r t f o r r e v i e w . T h e r e f o r e , t h e judgment o f t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t i s due t o be a f f i r m e d . 

AFFIRMED. 

Windom, K e l l u m , B u r k e , and J o i n e r , J J . , c o n c u r . 

1The i n d i c t m e n t a l l e g e d t h a t A l e x a n d e r c o m m i t t e d murder 
p u r s u a n t t o § 1 3 A - 5 - 4 0 ( a ) ( 1 4 ) , A l a . Code 1975. 

4 


