April 11, 2023

Dear Senators and Representatives:

On behalf of law enforcement officers within the State of Alabama, the
undersigned Sheriffs and Chiefs of Police write to support Senate Bill 143 (by
Sen. Will Barfoot of Montgomery) and House Bill 191 (by Rep. Allen Treadaway
of Birmingham). We call upon the Legislature to expeditiously consider and pass
this important tool in combating the rise of gang activity in our communities.
Gang violence is a cancer and tough sentences are the antidote.

Currently, Alabama has no law on the books to specifically combat or deter gang
activity and gang violence. Borrowing from the laws of several states and the
United States Code, Senate Bill 143 and House Bill 191 will ensure that the
punishments for crimes committed in the name of a gang and gang-related
activities involving firearms are both certain and severe.

First, any felony committed to promote the interests of a gang will be
automatically enhanced to the next highest offense level. We know that gang
activity spreads with criminal acts designed to benefit the gang, and automatic
enhancements will help stem its expansion.

Second, any use of a firearm intended to promote gang activity will be met with
tough mandatory sentences. Gang-related gunplay will result in no less than five
years and up to thirty years mandatory imprisonment. Plus, sentences for gang-
related gunplay must run consecutively to any other related term of imprisonment.
We applaud legislation that finally recognizes, and duly punishes, senseless gun
crime that is so often tied to gang-related conflict.

Finally, juveniles who commit adult crime must do adult time. This bill recognizes
the undeniable connection between juvenile delinquency and gang activity. No
longer can gangs be allowed to recruit younger and younger members in the hope
that juveniles will escape punishment for their adult crimes. Thus, anyone sixteen
years of age or older, charged under this statute, will automatically be certified
as an adult, and serve adult time for adult crime.



In sum, our communities have had enough. We must refuse to succumb to the swell
of gang-related crime that is plaguing so many cities and states in our nation. It
is time to reinvigorate the rule of law and hold gang members accountable for
their actions. This legislation does exactly that. We urge your swift enactment of
Senate Bill 143 and House Bill 191.

Respectfully,
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Chief Keldric Powell
Camden Police Department
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Chief Brody Moses
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Chief Rodney Smith
Centreville Police Department

foui for”

Chief Kevin Koss
Childersburg Police Department
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Chief Brandon Booker
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Chief David Davis
Fort Payne Police Department
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Greenville Police Department

Chief Daniel F. Gibson Jr
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Chief Ross McGlaughn
Heflin Police Department

Chief Tim Ross
Homewood Police Department
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Chief Kirk Giles
Huntsville Police Department

Chief Maurice Staples
Oakwood University
Police Department - Huntsville
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Chief Jeremy Hamlet
Jackson’s Gap Police Department

Chief Marcus Wood
Jacksonville Police Department

Chief Shane Fulmer
Jemison Police Department



Chief Jamie Chatman
Leesburg Police Department

Chief Johnny K. Summers, Jr.
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Chief Darren Britton
Lincoln Police Department

Chief Cody W. Cross
Linden Police Department

Chief Richard Bickerstaff
Lineville Police Department
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Chief Johnny L. Gandy
Madison Police Department

Chief Nick Reed
Mclntosh Police Department
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Chief P.K. Johnson
Millbrook Police Department

Chief Lawrence Battiste
Mobile Police Department
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Montgomery Police Department
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Chief Charles Clifton
Oneonta Police Department

Chief Glenn Walton
Odenville Police Department

Chief Steve Brown
Orange Beach Police Department
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Chief Daniel G. Reid
Pleasant Grove Police Department
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Powell Police Department
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Russellville Police Department
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mfﬁ/«/

Chief Richard Byrd
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Chief Keith Hornbuckle
Somerville Police Department
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Chief Diane Thomas
Talladega Police Department
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Chief N. Todd Buce
Tallassee Police Department

Chief Randy Hughes
Trinity Police Department

Chief Randall Barr
Troy Police Department
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Chief Brent P. Blankley
Tuscaloosa Police Department
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Chief J. Mark Cline
Shelton State Community College
Police Department — Tuscaloosa



Chief Carla Longmire
Stillman College Police Department
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Interim Chief Willie Walton
Uniontown Police Department
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Vestavia Hills Police Department

Chief Robert T. Taylor, Jr.
Wedowee Police Department
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